A.A.Davlyatov, R.N.Shakirov. Prospects of using multi-level distributed network architecture in modular program systems with built-in development tools.  Modular program systems «Disco» and «Sovet» use two-level distributed architecture based on technology on «thick client». This architecture is selected to meet goals of minimizing of TCO and improving of system security in local network. To improve performance in network environment, systems implement local caching of programs and data. Now it is considered three-level architecture, which includes remote «thin clients» using web-based technique, and provides for near-linear scalability using multiple application servers and single data server. To substantiate this choice, article discusses impact of three-level and other distributed architectures on system performance and security. Demo versions of modular program systems are available at http://www.imach.uran.ru/disco и http://www.imach.uran.ru/sovet.

